MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
Apparently Madame Bernhardt had not a very high regard for the English fashion of speaking French.
My niece, Ethel Barrymore, played a few parts in my company, played with Irving in his familiar repertoire in London and played Jessie Mil ward's part in a road company of Captain Marshall's play His Excellency^ the Governor. Then Charles Frohman decided to star her in Clyde Fitch's play, Captain Jinks. This play of New York life just after the Civil War, with costumes inspired by Godey's Ladies Book and scenes in the Brevoort House, made a great impression when it was produced in New York.
Before it came to the Garrick Theatre, it was tried out at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia, the oldest theatre in the country. Twenty years ago at the Walnut there was an old-fashioned, regular gallery audience, keen to approve of what it liked and quick to voice its disapproval. My niece, playing for the first time a long and important role, was somewhat nervous and not quite audible.
A friendly voice called to her from the gallery: "Speak up, Ethel. You're all right. The Drews is all good actors."that won't matter. This is an Englishman you are going to play." Daly gave one year forsibility of any tampering with the hand organ, had removed the handle, and then in his first- with. The cup bore the name of theaal Marie by W. W. Ftntsr,
